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Welcome to Captain’s Close Primary School. We are delighted to 
be able to share with you our vision and values to help you get a 
true flavour of our school. We are confident that you will find us a 
welcoming school – one where your child will flourish and realise their 
potential, whatever that potential might be.

Captain’s Close is a small primary school that is rated Good by Ofsted. 
Being a small school means we know all our children. It means we 
have a better idea of what motivates them and what success should 
look like for them.

We believe that small schools allow every child to reach their 
potential.

All our staff are passionate about making children happy, developing 
their confidence and inspiring them to be successful. This passion 
ensures that Captain’s Close is a vibrant and creative place to be. 

We believe in linking classroom experiences to real-life concepts so 
our children can develop an understanding of the importance and 
relevance of education. Helping them to see the bigger picture about 
what they are doing in school means they are ready to thrive in a 
changing world.

Our pastoral team works hard to ensure that pupil wellbeing and 
support is a focus for all staff. As a team, we are committed to 
supporting all children, and we are extremely proud of the excellent 
support that we provide to those pupils with additional needs.

WELCOME

Mrs Sarah Sadler 

Executive Head 
Teacher

Mrs Andrea Bailey 

Head of School



At Captain’s close we believe that all pupils have the ability 
to achieve wonderful things and reach their full potential 
through our ‘limitless learning’ curriculum. Our aim is to 
ensure that our children are happy and enjoy their time 
at school. This is achieved by providing an environment 
where children feel safe to explore the new challenges and 
learning opportunities they encounter and be recognised 
for all their achievements. 

We aim to help develop creative children who are inspired 
learners, are considerate citizens, are independent 
thinkers, have curious and enquiring minds and are caring 
friends.

OUR VISION AND VALUES



You might have heard people in education talk about 
pedagogy – the theory and practice of teaching. We are 
very serious about pedagogy at Captain’s Close. Thinking 
hard about how we teach and how children learn allows 
us to provide a bespoke curriculum that works best for 
everyone in our school. This curriculum is based on the 
most authoritative and up-to-date research, and it allows 
children to develop the skills and knowledge that they 
will need to cement understanding through their school 
career. 

Our teachers use news about our local community and 
what is happening in the wider world to plan topics 
that are relevant and stimulating for our children. We 
have a well-stocked library so that children can become 
immersed in books at any time of the day. We strongly 
support children to become avid readers, and we 
encourage them to share their love of books with their 
peers.

We believe children learn better when they are 
encouraged to use their imagination and apply their 
learning in contexts that are engaging. Our curriculum 
provides lots of learning challenges throughout the 
academic year that require children to solve problems, 
apply themselves creatively and express their knowledge 
and understanding effectively across the curriculum.

Being part of the Discovery Schools Academy Trust 
provides additional opportunities, such as maths and 
science conferences to enrich the school experience for 
children.

LEARNING JOURNEYS 
BEING LIFE-LONG LEARNERS



At Captain’s Close, we take pride in the vast number of 
opportunities that we offer children beyond the four walls 
of the classroom. Many topics are supported with visits to 
interesting places, such as the zoo, farm parks, museums, 
historic attractions and gardens. A memorable residential 
trip takes place in Key Stage Two to develop children’s 
resilience and independence.  

Captain’s Close is also partnered with the Asha Charity, 
based in New Delhi, which supports children who live 
in extreme poverty to access education. Each year, our 
children raise funds for the charity and send letters and 
artwork to its children.

Our large indoor and outdoor areas ensure that specialist 
teachers provide sporting and music activities before, 
during and after school. Most of our children choose to 
attend extra-curricular clubs that are on offer throughout 
the year. 

The Captain’s Crew Breakfast and After School Clubs offer 
wrap-around care for parents, and a holiday club provides 
care between terms. 

We provide many varied opportunities throughout a 
pupil’s life at Captain’s Close and we offer a huge range of 
unusual, interesting and challenging enrichment activities. 
These remain in our pupils’ hearts and minds long after 
they leave us.

LEARNING ENRICHMENT



Captain’s Close is a one-form entry primary school (a 
maximum of 30 pupils) and therefore has one class per 
year group.

In addition to our vibrant classroom spaces, we also have 
break-out spaces to allow for pupils to be taught in a 
variety of settings and group arrangements. We have 
laptops available to provide pupils with interactive tools 
and information across the curriculum. An additional 
benefit of being in the Discovery Schools Academy Trust 
is the ability to share innovative digital technology such 
as drones, 3D printers and green screens to enrich our 
computing curriculum. 

Our extensive outdoor space inspires the children 
further and allows them to take their learning in their 
own direction. These facilities are used all year round to 
support our pupils in applicational learning. We also our 
local community to enhance the children’s learning. We 
also have strong links with our local place of worship 
to support our curriculum and festival celebrations 
throughout the year.

LEARNING ENVIRONMENT



We care about every child in our school. Through our 
strong commitment to pastoral care we strive to ensure 
that we provide outstanding support for all of our pupils 
and families. 

Our school is very proud of our friendly, open-door policy 
that allows parents and staff to openly discuss any issues 
and resolve them together. We strongly support our local 
community and stage or are involved in many community 
events that help to unite Asfordby.

Captain’s Close prides itself on supporting all 
children, regardless of their background or additional 
circumstances. We believe that a child’s potential should 
not be limited or pre-determined.

In each school day we encourage every child to develop 
confidence in themselves. To help support this, our 
Emotional Literacy Support Assistant works closely 
with children who may need support with friendships, 
bereavements or a personal issue.

For children with specific requirements, our school 
is highly inclusive and we will work with a range of 
professionals to ensure that all needs are met. In addition, 
our access to EPIC Educational Psychology and Speech 
and Language team ensures that, if necessary, children 
receive rapid support.

We are also proud of our Captain’s Nest Resource Hub 
which supports pupils with social, emotional and mental 
health needs. This has enabled all our staff to benefit from 
bespoke training to support all children in our school.

PASTORAL SUPPORT



Captain’s Close has been proud to be part of Discovery 
Schools Academy Trust (DSAT) since 2014. 

DSAT is a partnership of like-minded schools who work 
together to provide a first-class education for the 4,500 
pupils the Trust serves. Being in the Trust allows us to 
collaborate and share research into the latest practice in 
teaching and learning. This helps our teachers to apply 
innovative practice from this country and around the 
world and ensure that our pupils are provided with the 
very best curriculum and resources available. 

Our children also have the opportunity to engage with 
other pupils in DSAT schools through conferences and 
sporting events, while other experiences offered across 
the Trust help to further enrich their time with us. Through 
our online learning offer, schools have also developed 
shared projects for children. Perhaps most exciting of all 
for our children, however, is the Trust’s annual awards 
night at the Walkers Stadium to celebrate pupil success! 

BEING A DISCOVERY 
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Captain’s Close Primary School, 19 Saxelby Rd, 
Asfordby, Melton Mowbray, LE14 3TU

01664 812630
office@dsatcaptainsclose.org

www.captains-close.leics.sch.uk


